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    Formerly the Wedge Group



       P.O. Box 15077  ■   St. Louis, MO  63110


Your Business Association of Forest Park Southeast continues to “Move Business Forward”!   

You should have noticed the many different and exciting changes in our community: new businesses (more scheduled for 2008), newly constructed and renovated homes, improved public infrastructure, increased regional awareness, and networking socials just to name a few. Oh, if you have not heard, we received the 2007 Mayors Development Award – Grove District. Organizationally, we have developed a strategic plan to involve and engage more business owners, created partnerships with 17th Ward Alderman Joe Roddy and the Forest Park Southeast Development Corporation, sponsored various events, and lead in the planning efforts to create the “Grove Community Improvement District (CID). Since our inception (1993) we have provided our membership and the community the following benefits: 

· Provide a united voice for business development; 
· Working relationship with 17th Alderman Joe Roddy; 

· Assisted in the grant application to receive 5 million dollars in public infrastructure fund for Manchester Avenue, Oakland Avenue, and Kingshighway; 

· Established the Grove Fest, annual street festival;  

· Assisted in the grant application to MODot for the New I-64 funding;  

· Help businesses understand how to meet city requirements; 
· Encourage patronage of local businesses (from within and outside the community); 
· Create a community environment conducive to business development and growth; 
· Worked with the City to purchase street lighting and remote camera in an effort to reduce crime in the area; 
· Offer networking and information sharing opportunities; 
· Assisted expansion efforts of business owners with City permitting requirements; 
· Assisted new business owners with permitting requirements and other City matters; 
· Arranged extra trash pick-up and receptacles on Manchester; 
· Offer two general meetings during the course of the year where featured speakers or topics are presented; 
· Support FPSE Development Corporation/17th Ward annual Holiday party; and 
· Support charitable causes and institutions (15% of the budget is allocated for charitable contributions).
The Business Association of FPSE Board meets monthly on the 2nd Wednesday from 8:30a-9:30a.  Our next meeting is January 9, 2008 (Bellon’s Market, 904 S. Vandeventer Ave.).  

Annual dues are $150.00. Now is a GREAT time to join!
Please complete the following application and mail with your check payable to: Business Association of FPSE.
 

Business Association of Forest Park Southeast
C/O John Boldt, Treasurer
PO Box 15077
St. Louis, MO  63110

Membership Drive – Application ($150.00)
Business Association of Forest Park Southeast/17th Ward (formerly the Wedge Group) is a membership organization created to advance the mutual interests of commercial establishments within the Forest Park Southeast, Forest Park South, Botanical Heights, Tiffany and Kings Oak  Neighborhoods.

Business Name:_________________________________________________

Name of Owner / Officer:___________________________ 
Number: _________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________________

Name of Contact Person:___________________________
Number: _________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________
Business Address:_______________________________________________________________________

Business Phone:__________________FAX:________________ E-Mail___________________________

Nature of Business: _______________________________ Previous Member_______ (yes) _______ (no)

(Optional) Please describe your vision for the area along with any concerns affecting your business.

Please complete the following application and mail with your check to: 


Business Association of Forest Park Southeast

C/O John Boldt, Treasurer
PO Box 15077

St. Louis, MO  63110
Officers: 

David Renard, President; John Boldt, Treasurer; Sue Lauritsen, Secretary 

Board Members:

David Renard, John Boldt, Sue Lauritsen, Ed Shalabi, Guy Slay, Marty Daley, Chip Schloss, Don Bellon
Mission Statement

Business Association of Forest Park Southeast (formerly the Wedge Group) is a membership organization created to advance the mutual interests of commercial and retail establishments within the Forest Park Southeast, Forest Park South, Botanical Heights, Tiffany and Kings Oak Neighborhoods.

More specifically, Business Association of FPSE:
· Helps businesses understand how to meet city requirements and navigate within City, State, and Federal organizations; 
· Supports charitable causes and institutions; 
· Encourages patronage of local businesses (within and outside the service boundaries); 
· Creates a community environment conducive to business development (for example, implementing strategies to reduce crime); and 
· Provides a united voice for business development by serving on various community boards and committees. 
The Business Association of FPSE Board meets monthly – every 2nd Wednesday from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Please call John Boldt (Treasurer) 314-531-2000 or the Forest Park Southeast Development Corporation office at 314-533-6704 to verify meeting scheduling and locations. 

Benefits of Membership

Networking and information sharing:  Business Association of FPSE holds two general membership meetings annually.

· Featured speaker or topic; 
· Regular articles in the Community Journal (community newspaper); 
· 4 Social gathering (Business After Hours; and 

· Monthly Board Meetings – open to members and guests (second Wednesday of the month).  
Civic Responsibility

· 15% of the Business Association of FPSE budget is allocated for charitable contributions; 
· Business Association of FPSE sponsors a Christmas seniors’ lunch at St. Cronin Church; and 
· Facilitator of the “Lights on Manchester” program. 

United Voice for Business Development

· Direct line of communication with 17th Ward Alderman; 

· Direct line of communication with 3rd and 9th District Police Division, St. Louis Police Department;  

· A member of the Business Association of FPSE services on various Board and Committees within our service area; 
· Participated in the grant application of 5 million dollars for public improvements: Manchester Avenue, Oakland Avenue, and Kingshighway; 

· Participated in the grant application for the community fund from MoDot – New I-64 Business Development Initiative; and

· Annual sponsor of the Grove Fest. 

Future Activities
· Annual Softball Tournament; 

· Business Directory; and 

· And more, don’t miss your opportunity to get involved! 
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Questions call: 314.533.6704 Jackie or Irving

